Court of Law
Enforcing Your Rights



Introduction

Understanding Courts: Building a Vibrant Democracy

Courts might seem intimidating, but they play a crucial role in
shaping our vibrant democracy!

They enforce the law and protect our rights, making sure the
government follows the rules set by the Constitution.

Courts empower us to hold the government accountable and
protect our fundamental rights.
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Article 39A

The Right to Legal Aid in India

Article 39A of the Constitution of India ensures that justice is not
denied to anyone due to economic or other barriers.

Legal aid is a fundamental right available to all citizens, including
marginalized sections. It includes free legal advice, representation, and
assistance at every stage of the judicial process.

In criminal cases, the court can appoint a lawyer for those who can't
afford one while in civil cases, legal aid is provided to those who can't
bear litigation expenses.

But what do you need to know in order to prepare for approaching the
Courts?
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Jurisdiction & Limitation
Finding the Right Court

Choosing the right court is crucial for a successful legal case. Consider
two factors:

Type of Remedy Sought: Determine whether your case requires the
local court, High Court, or a specialized tribunal.

Court's Jurisdiction: Check the court's jurisdiction based on the
location and amount involved. For instance, a property dispute in
Lucknow cannot be sued in Bangalore.

Remember, cases have a limitation period, and a specific timeframe for
filing. Missing this period can lead to rejection. Act within Time!
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Public Interest Litigation (PIL)

Seeking Justice for All

- PIL empowers ordinary citizens to approach the High Court or Supreme
Court for public interest issues like

« Environmental issues
e Internet shutdowns

e Judicial independence
e Political donations

e Corruption

and many more similar issues!




Empowering Voices

There is no bar on minors approaching the Court but the case will have
to be filed through a legal guardian or next friend.

Letter Petitions are Courts' solution to access to justice issues. It allows
the court to take notice of issues, conduct investigations, and issue orders
to address them.

Property, personal loss, crimes, and service-job-related matters require
personal complaints.

Third parties can intervene in public interest cases.




Explore Legal Aid & Courts

Find the authority providing legal aid in your state, district, or tehsil.
Seek help if needed!
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Obstacles/risk

Legal aid in India is provided to those who cannot afford legal services.
Despite established authorities at national, state, and district levels, the
system faces significant strain.

Access To Justice can be hindered by court delays due to
infrastructure, resources, and lengthy procedures. Despite the right to
approach courts, delays can render it ineffective.

Courts have strict procedures for case filing, so be prepared to meet
specific requirements. Be prepared to meet the court's standards




No one should be detained Prevent lower courts or tribunals
unlawfully. from exceeding their authority.

Hold officials accountable for Challenge decisions made by
their duty as per law. authorities, courts, or tribunals.

Questioning authority of public officials.
Demand proof of their eligibility for their
positions.




Things to remember

Gather all essential papers and witnesses to build a strong case! In cases
without written documents, remember the importance of witnesses!

In some cases, it is necessary to exhaust other remedies before
approaching the court. Like preceding labour disputes with alternative
dispute resolution (ADR).
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